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REVIEWS 


enormous amount of material regarding the pituitary body much 
of which is original and the result of careful clinical observation 
and experiment. Not all the statements that he makes in all 
probability will be confirmed by further study, but of this fact 
he is keenly aware. His book is that most valuable of all forms 
of medical publications, a painstaking monograph, and should 
appeal to many classes of the medical profession, to the physiologist, 
to the surgeon, and above all to the clinician. 

The four main types of pituitary disease are gigantism and 
acromegaly produced respectively it is supposed by overaction 
of the pituitary gland in youth and in adult life; infantism and 
adiposity produced by the deficient action of the gland before 
and after puberty. Combinations occur and we are not yet able 
to differentiate with precision all the functions of the different 
parts of the gland, but at least the material available for our 
knowledge has been presented in a clear nnd logical manner. 

The number of illustrations is remarkable, but they arc all illus¬ 
trative and there is actually no padding, a fault that few medical 
books escape. Perhaps the most useful original communication 
is the attempt to devise a method of administering pituitary 
extract in a rational and adequate manner to cases needing it. 
A few typographical errors have crept in, but they do not appar¬ 
ently in any instance mar the clearness of the text. The taste 
of the reviewer is against the splitting of the infinitive but Dr. 
Cushing appears to prefer it. It has at least the authority of 
frequent usage at the present day. 

The work is a distinct contribution to medical literature, perhaps 
one of the most notable of the year. J. S. 


Diseases of the Stomach with Especial Reference to Treat¬ 
ment. By Charles D. Aaron, Sc.D., M.D., Professor of 
Gastro-enterology and Adjunct Professor of Dietetics in the 
Detroit College of Medicine; Professor of Diseases of the Stomach 
and Intestines in the Detroit Post-graduate School of Medicine, 
Consulting Gastro-enterologist to Harper Hospital. Pp. 555, 
with 42 illustrations nnd 21 plates. Philadelphia and New York: 
Lea & Febiger. 

Dr. Aaron has contrived to write a work upon diseases of the 
stomach nnd to avoid more or less completely the conventional 
lines of the text-book. The material that he has included is some¬ 
what unusual and it almost seems as if he had kept a notebook 
in which he recorded various things thnt might be useful in his 
practice and had later incorporated the best of these in his book. 
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It is obvious that it is not possible in a work of this kind to be 
wholly original, but Dr. Aaron manages frequently to present 
old facts in a refreshing manner. 

The first part of the book is devoted to physiology and methods. 
A somewhat ambitious effort is made to reproduce the color reac¬ 
tions, bqt as these can be learned so readily in the laboratory with 
artificial solutions and ns the reproductions of the colors are never 
absolutely exact, the result is not always satisfactory. In the 
chapter on diet tables are introduced of the various types of diet, 
the European origin of which has not been as completely disguised 
as one would like in an American text-book. Then follows se\ eral 
chapters on methods of treatment, that on hydrotherapy being 
particularly useful, and a very valuahle chapter upon surgical 

intervention. ... 

Dr. Aaron lias not successfully resisted the temptation to devise 
an abdominal bandage and corset, but if this is a fault it is so 
commonly perpetrated by those engaged in the study of diseases 
of the gastro-intestinal tract that he should receive ready absolu¬ 
tion. The functional diseases of the stomach, particularly motor 
insufficiency are well discussed and there is a valuable chapter 
upon gastric hemorrhage. 

Altogether the book can be commended as one of the best ot 
the recent works published on the subject. J- S. 


Primary Malignant Growths of the Lungs and Bronchi. 
By I. Adler, A.M., M.D., Professor Emeritus at the New 
York Polyclinic. Pp. 325; 10 plates and a colored frontispiece. 
New York, London, Bombay, and Calcutta: Longmans, 
Green & Co., 1912. 

This very scholarly monograph, which represents a vast 
amount of labor in its compilation, will fill an important place 
among reference handbooks concerning a condition little known 
and seldom considered in the differential diagnosis of diseases of 
the chest. It will serve also to focus more attention on the possi¬ 
bility of malignancy in doubtful cases. The author desires to bring 
home the fact that primary tumors of the lungs are not so exceed¬ 
ingly rare as is commonly supposed, and remarks justly enough 
that for the majority, “ the ubiquitous tuberculosis with its multi¬ 
form clinical appearances, and its plustic adaptations to all ages 
and all conditions of mankind, is ever ready to furnish to all but 
a very few, a comfortable and satisfactory diagnosis." 

Of the 325 pages, 105 arc devoted to a consideration of the 
etiological, pathological, and clinical features of pulmonary neo- 



